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Setting up Odysseys

First, you need to become a registered player at www.odysseys2sense.com. Registration is free and private.

A registered player who can set up Odysseys is called a source. Ideally, you participate in Odysseys enough to earn power sufficiently high that you’re automatically given the opportunity to become a source. Without that kind of experience, you may not be aware of what you as a source can see but your students can’t, and you may not be able to help your students when they face challenges you’ve overcome.

If you don’t have time to earn source-hood, contact me. I can artificially raise your power so you can set up an Odyssey. (If I think of it, I’ll probably lower it again later to make it more realistic.)

As a source, you can designate other registered players, such as teaching assistants or co-instructors, as administrators. You are also an administrator. All administrators can set up challenges, see players’ scores, and call up reports.

Once you’re a source, you’ll see an option on the page listing Odysseys to administer a source. Follow that link to add an Odyssey (or to edit Odysseys you’ve already set up).

Reports

As an administrator, you can get reports of various sorts on your full Odysseys or on individual challenges. These tell how well players of your Odyssey have performed without telling you what individuals posted. You can use numbers from these to determine the Odyssey part of any student’s grade at any time during the course.

Research

At this time little data has been gathered about the effects of the Odyssey experience. One questionnaire has been used in a number of courses to obtain student feedback. If you are, or know of, a graduate student looking for a research project in development of critical thinking—one of several possibilities—please contact me.

Non-course uses

Odysseys can have non-academic uses. Here are some possibilities:

· Media outlets that desire civil and thoughtful discussion of their content.

· Politicians seeking deliberated feedback about particular issues.

· Pollsters who want considered rather than spontaneous opinion.

· Companies that truthfully desire honest feedback from employees after discussion.

A third option is available for some of these and other sources: The source pays a little, and the players pay 2 cents per post, of which the source gets 1 cent. 

For more information

You can obtain a more detailed version of this document from me.

